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Introductory. 


Population. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

FOR  1895. 


To  the  Kettering  Urban  District  Council . 


f Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Twenty-Third  Annual  Report  to  you,  I am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  district  has  been 
satisfactory  during  the  past  year,  that  it  has  been  free  from  any 
serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  and  that  the  general  and 
zymotic  death  rates  are  unusually  low. 


The  population  at  the  present  time  cannot  be  less  than  24,000, 
and  the  statistical  portion  of  this  report  is  based  on  that  basis. 


The  number  of  Births  in  1895 
The  number  of  Deaths  were 
This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  ... 
And  a Death  Rate  of 
The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

were  441  435  876 

...  162  163  325 

365  in  the  1000. 
13*5  in  the  1000. 

‘7  in  the  1000. 


During  the-  last  ten  years  these  rates  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

1886 

40 

17 

13 

1887 

38 

15 

•6 

1888 

36 

16 

•9 

1889 

36 

12 

•3 

1890 

34 

17-8 

4-8 

1891 

381 

14-6 

•3 

1892 

38-3 

161 

•6 

1893 

31-3 

15 

1-09 

1894 

347 

14-9 

2-4 

1895 

36-5 

135 

•7 

The  mean  rates  for 
the  decade  are 

36.2 

151 

1-2 

4 


During  the  ten  years  completed  by  1895  the  number  of  deaths 
from  the  following  diseases  has  been  as  follows  : — 

Small  Pox.  Scarlatina.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid.  Measles. 

4 19  9 66  111 

Here  follow  the  statistics  of  illness  and  death  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  to  which  I add  a list  of  the  causes  of  all 
the  deaths  during  1895  : — 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 

During  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Kettering  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  all  causes, 

Names  of  Localities  adopted  at  subjoined  Ages. 


for  the  purpose  of  these 


Statistics;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

l 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15. 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up- 

wards. 

Kettering  Urban  

295 

117 

36 

16 

14 

51 

61 

Kettering  Union 

Workhouse  

30 

3 

1 

13 

13 

Totals  

325 

120 

36 

17 

14 

64 

74 

Mortality  from  Subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Names  of  Localities  adopt- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics,  public  institu- 
tions being  shewn  as 
separate  localities. 

03 

.9 

43 

c3 

Tl 

c3 

o 

m 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Influenza. 

Injuries. 

All  Other  Diseases. 

Total. 

Kettering 

Under  5 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

16 

24 

1 

4 

101 

158 

Urban... 

5 upwds 

1 

1 



3 

1 

27 

18 

13 

3 

4 

66 

137 

Kettering 

Under  5 

5 

5 

Union 

Workhouse 

5 upwds 

2 

5 

1 

1 

16 

25 

Totals 

Under  5 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

16 

24 

1 

4 

106 

163 

5 upwds 

1 

1 

3 

1 

29 

23 

14 

3 

5 

82 

162 

5 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTH5,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES 

OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 

Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895, 
in  the  Kettering  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


- 

Population 

at 

all  ages. 

New  cases  of  sickness 
in  each  locality  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Numbci 
of  such  cases 
removed 
from  their 
homes  in  the 
several 
localities  for 
treatment  in 
Isolation 
Hospital. 

Names  of 
Localities 
adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these 
Statistics, 
Public  Institutions 
being  shewn 
as  separate 
localities. 

Census  1891. 

Estimated  to 
middle  of  1894. 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged  under  5 
or  over  5. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membraneous 

Croup. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

Puerperal. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlatina. 

F|  . 

O rC 

.3  9 

f-i 

CD  r. 

a P2 
HEh 

Kettering 

O 

Urban 

T otal  . . . 

19,453 

19,453 

24,000 

24,000 

876 

876 

Under  5 

19 

1 

1 

1 

9 

5 upwds 

67 

3 

24 

1 

19 

49 

8 

Under  5 

19 

1 

1 

1 

9 

5 upwds 

67 

3 

24 

1 

19 

49 

8 

Hydrocephalus... 

...  1 

Meningitis 

...  7 

Apoplexy 

...  11 

Bronchitis 

...  30 

Pneumonia 

...  17 

Phthisis... 

...  30 

Laryngitis 

....  1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

...  15 

Aneurism 

...  1 

Asthma  ... 

...  1 

Liver  Disease  ... 

...  3 

Kidney  Disease 

...  8 

Gastritis 

...  3 

Enteritis 

...  9 

Peritonitis 

...  10 

Obstruction  of  Bowels 

...  3 

Scarlatina 

...  3 

Diphtheria 

...  1 

Mea.sles  ... 

...  4 

Typhoid  Fever... 

...  3 

Whooping  Cough 

...  5 

Diarrhoea 

...  17 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

Convulsions 

...  25 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Syphilis...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Gout  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Spinal  Disease  ...  ...  ...  3 

Paralysis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bladder  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  3 

Abscess...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tumor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyaemia..,  ...  ...  ..  1 

Eczema...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Goitre  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscarriage  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  22 

Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  11 

Atrophy...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cyanosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Senile  debility  ...  ...  ...  17 

Injuries...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  ...  325 
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Phthisis. 


Pneumonia 

and 

Bronchitis. 


Infant 

Mortality. 


Influenza. 


Small  Pox. 


Scarlatina. 


An  examination  of  these  tables  will  show  that  the  birth  rate  is 
slightly  above  the  average,  and  that  the  death  rate  is  the  lowest 
with  one  exception  that  has  been  recorded  for  this  district  for  many 
} ears,  and  an  unusually  small  one  for  a factory  town  ; also,  that  the 
mean  death  rate  for  the  decade  is  very  low. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  is  unfortunately  higher 
than  that  of  last  year,  although  I believe  everything  has  been  done, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  ensure  a proper  ventilation  of  the  Factories, 
Schools,  and  Public  Buildings,  and  to  prevent  overcrowding  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  town. 


Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  on  the  contrary,  have  claimed  less 
victims  than  usual,  and  I think  this  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  newly- built  houses  have  been  more  thoroughly  aired  and  dried 
before  occupation  than  has  sometimes  been  the  case. 


The  Infant  mortality  is  lamentably  high,  and  it  is  sad  to  think 
that  a large  number  of  the  deaths  recorded  under  the  heads  of 
Atrophy,  Congenital  Debility,  Enteritis,  and  Convulsions,  not  to 
mention  several  cases  of  “ overlaying,”  might  have  been  prevented  if 
proper  care  in  nursing  and  feeding  young  children  had  been  exer- 
cised ; without  this  excess  in  the  deaths  of  very  young  children,  our 
death  rate  would  certainly  have  compared  favourably  with  any  town 
with  a similar  population  in  the  kingdom. 


Influenza  again  visited  this  district  in  February,  but  not  in  an 
epidemic  form.  Cases  continued  to  occur  from  time  to  time,  and  just 
at  the  end  of  the  year  a large  number  of  persons  suffered.  The 
disease  presented  somewhat  different  characters  to  those  of  previous 
visitations,  and  most  of  those  attacked  suffered  much  from  their 
throats  being  greatly  affected.  The  illness  did  not  appear  in  so 
virulent  a form  as  formerly,  and  was  not  of  so  long  duration,  but 
death  was  attributed  to  this  disease  in  3 instances. 


No  case  of  Small  Pox  occurred  during  the  year,  but  a family 
from  Kettering  who  visited  a sea  side  place  in  the  autumn,  were 
lodging  in  a house  where  small  pox  broke  out,  and  that  disease  was 
communicated  to  another  town  through  those  who  had  it.  I was 
apprised  of  this  immediately  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
that  district,  and  a strict  look  out  was  kept  here  until  all  fear  of  any 
outbreak  was  over. 

Scarlatina  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the  year,  cases  having 
been  notified  during  every  month.  The  Hospital  was  used  freety. 
58  cases  were  admitted,  all  of  which  recovered ; and  although 
extremely  useful  for  nursing  purposes,  the  removal  of  the  patients 
did  not  quite  stay  the  progress  of  the  disease,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  centres  of  infection. 
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Diphtheria. 


Typhoid 

Fever. 


I believe  that  several  cases  occurred  without  being  recognised  by 
the  parents  of  those  attacked,  and  that  no  Doctor  was  called  in, 
consequently  no  notification  of  some  of  the  earlier  cases  took  place. 
As  on  previous  occasions,  several  of  those  attacked  developed  acute 
Rheumatism  later  on,  and  made  slow  recoveries.  Scarlatina  was 
fatal  in  3 cases  only. 


The  notifications  took  place  as  follows  : in 


January 

...  10 

May 

8 

September 

...  1 

February 

...  15 

J une 

7 

October 

...  4 

March 

...  15 

July 

7 

November 

...  4 

April 

1 

August  ... 

5 

December 

...  9 

Total  ...  86 


Diphtheria  is  a comparatively  rare  disease  in  this  district,  but  3 
cases,  one  of  which  was  fatal,  were  notified  during  the  past  year.  2 
of  these  cases  occurred  in  one  house,  with  an  interval  of  a month 
between,  and  no  special  cause  could  be  ascertained,  but  Scarlet  Fever 
had  been  prevalent  in  that  locality;  the  diagnosis  of  these  cases  was 
verified  by  microscopic  examination.  The  third  case  occurred  in  a 
house  where  Scarlet  Fever  had  been  present.  Strict  attention  was 
continuously  given  to  the  drains,  and  to  disinfection,  during  the 
course  and  after  the  termination  of  the  illness. 

Twenty-five  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified  during 
the  year,  3 of  which  proved  fatal.  8 cases  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  all  of  which  made  good  recoveries;  they  occurred  in  the 
following  order  : 

January  ...  1 June  ...  1 October  ...  6 

February  ...  1 August  ...  4 November  ...  3 

May  ...  1 September  ..  3 December  ...  5 

No  common  cause  could  be  found  for  these  cases,  except  for  those 
which  occurred  in  December,  all  of  which  seemed  to  have  some  sort 
of  connection  with  a blocked  drain. 

Cases  of  Typhoid  occurred  in  the  following  Streets,  in  the  order 
named  : — 

Hawthorn  Road,  Job’s  Yard,  Wood  Street,  Channing  Street, 
Charles  Street,  Barnwell  Street,  Digby  Street,  Newland  Street, 
Rosebery  Street,  Bowling  Green  Road,  The  Grove,  Princes  Street, 
Bath  Road,  Edmund  Street,  Havelock  Street,  Nelson  Street  and 
Regent  Street. 


In  most  of  the  cases  some  local  sanitary  defects  were  found,  and 
where  the  water  was  faulty  in  the  wells  on  the  properties,  water  from 
the  town  supply  was  laid  on. 
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The  private  drains  on  these  properties  were  flushed  by  the 
servants  of  the  Council,  and  the  sewers  with  which  they  were 
connected  were  freely  flushed  also;  a practically  unlimited  supply  of 
disinfectants  was  provided. 

It  has  been  noticed  on  previous  occasions  that  the  most  recently 
made  Streets  have  often  been  the  localities  where  cases  of  Typhoid 
have  appeared,  and  the  past  year  has  been  no  exception  in  this 
respect.  The  probable  explanation  for  this  is  that  in  some  cases 
these  Streets  occupy  positions  formerly  used  as  farm  yards,  and  the 
new  wells  conta’n  polluted  wTater.  In  other  cases  the  houses  are 
occupied  gradually,  and  consequently  the  drains  and  sewers  are  not 
sufficiently  used  to  keep  them  without  deposit.  One  case  of  Typhoid 
last  year,  in  quite  a new  Street,  was  traced  to  a blocked  drain,  the 
obstruction  being  due  to  a scrubbing  brush  which  was  found  therein. 

In  doubtful  cases,  and  many  of  the  cases  last  year  were  doubtful 
for  a considerable  time,  as  the  symptoms  were  very  irregular,  much 
assistance  was  given  to  your  Officers  by  the  Doctors  in  attendance, 
who  kindly  gave  notice  at  once,  before  they  felt  themselves  justified 
in  handing  in  the  regular  notification  form,  and  thus  enabled  us  to 
take  the  earliest  steps  to  prevent  a spread  of  the  illness. 


Diarrhoea 


Cholera. 


No  serious  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea  occurred  in  the  summer  or 
autumn,  and  the  total  cases  recorded  were  with  one  exception  young 
children,  many  of  them  suffering  from  digestive  disorders  rather 
than  from  insanitary  conditions  in  their  surroundings.  No  case  of 
Cholera  occurred. 


Measles. 


There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  Measles  during  the  year,  but  in 
the  summer  months  several  cases  occurred,  and  4 deaths  were 
recorded  from  this  illness  and  the  complications  connected  with  it. 


Notification 
of  Infectious 
Diseases. 


The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  most  useful  to 
your  officers  ; it  has  worked  most  satisfactorily  and  without  the  least 
friction.  The  number  of  cases  notified  has  been  as  follows  : 


Scarlatina  ...  86 

Typhoid  Fever  25 
Diptheria  ...  3 


Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  20 

Croup  ...  ...  1 

Total  136. 


Hospital  for 

Infectious 

Diseases. 


The  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  in  use  during  the 
whole  year  with  the  exception  of  about  3 weeks.  Cases  were 
admitted  in  every  month.  In 


January 

5 

May 

1 

September  4 

February  ... 

11 

June 

1 

October  ...  8 

March 

6 

July 

3 

November  6 

April 

1 

August  .. 

6 

December  14 

Total  66. 
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Water 

Supply. 


Sewage. 


Sewers. 


Of  these  66  cases,  50  have  returned  to  their  homes  cured,  and  16 
remain  in  the  Hospital,  all  of  them  convalescent.  No  death  has 
occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year , and  the  nursing  of  the  sick 
has  been  most  satisfactory  throughout.  The  cases  were — 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  ...  58 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  66 

Fourty-four  of  the  Scaulet  Fever  cases  were  from  Kettering,  5 
from  the  Union  Workhouse,  5 from  Cranford,  1 from  Stanion,  1 from 
Grafton,  1 from  Weekley,  and  1 from  Glendon.  Seven  of  the  Typhoid 
cases  were  from  Kettering,  and  1 from  Geddington. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  first  cases  in  the 
villages  named  were  removed  as  soon  as  the  disease  was  recognized, 
and  all  spread  of  the  illness  was  immediately  stopped  in  each  case. 

Although  the  addition  to  the  Hospital  by  the  Rural  Authority 
has  not  yet  been  commenced,  a joint  Foard  has  been  formed,  and  the 
present  Hospital  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  used  for  the 
reception  of  urgent  cases,  until  the  new  building,  which  will  contain 
12  beds,  is  ready  for  their  reception. 

The  erection  of  a new  and  detached  building  will  givens  greater 
advantages  even  than  we  have  at  present,  and  the  Hospital,  when 
completed,  will  be  well  worthy  of  a populous  and  flourishing  town. 
Several  doctors  and  others  from  other  towns  have  visited  and  in- 
spected the  Hospital  during  the  year,  and  all  have  expressed 
themselves  much  pleased  with  the  arrangements. 

The  Water  Supply  from  the  Company’s  Mains  has  been  ample 
and  constant  during  the  year,  and  its  quality  quite  satisfactory.  The 
new  Reservoir  at  Cransley  holds  a sufficient  quantity  of  water  at  the 
present  time  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  town  for  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  even  if  lavishly  used. 

The  disposal  of  Sewage  has  been  a matter  of  anxiety.  The 
contract  for  the  working  of  the  Bacillite  process  of  Messrs.  Hope 
having  come  to  an  end ; the  Sewage  has  been  treated,  with  a great 
amount  of  success,  by  disinfectants,  and  at  present,  and  for  some  time 
past,  there  has  been  very  little  pollution  of  the  brook  by  the  effluent 
from  the  works,  but  something  more  will  have  to  be  done,  and  the 
Council  are  both  willing  and  anxious  to  take  the  best  steps  in  the 
matter,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  decided  what  course  is  the  best  to  pursue. 

The  Dual  System  of  Drainage  has  again  been  carried  out  in  the 
new  streets,  and  a plan  has  been  made  with  great  pains,  by  the 
Surveyor,  for  the  adoption  of  this  system  in  many  of  the  old  streets, 
should  this  eventually  be  found  to  be  desirable.  There  are  still  many 
Water  Closets  without  cisterns,  and  depending  for  their  cleanliness 
entirely  upon  hand  flushing;  this  system  has  been  a bad  one,  and 
doubtless  has  been  the  cause  of  illness  through  the  blocking  of  the 
private  drains  before  their  exit  into  the  sewers. 
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Lodging 

House. 


Dairies  and 
Bakehouses. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


Houses  Unfit 
for 

Habitation. 


Factories. 


Post  Office. 


Wherever  cases  of  illness  have  appeared  to  arise  from  this  cause, 
the  private  drains,  as  well  as  the  adjoining  sewers,  have  been  repeatedly 
flushed  by  the  servants  of  the  Council  ; and  the  officers  have  been 
allowed  an  unlimited  supply  of  both  water  and  disinfectants. 

The  sewers  themselves  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  flushing 
chambers,  many  of  them  automatic,  and  have  been  regularly  and 
systematically  flushed  during  the  dry  weather. 

Complaints  are  still  made  of  the  emanations  from  the  man  holes 
and  openings  of  the  sew’ers,  and  in  a few  instances  this  seems  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  illness,  but  much  good  has  resulted  from  the 
numerous  ventilating  shafts  that  have  been  erected. 

The  only  licensed  lodging  house  has  been  frequently  visited  and 
inspected,  and  has  invariably  been  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
A new  bedroom,  which  was  added  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  was 
found  to  have  not  quite  sufficient  cubic  feet  of  air,  and  one  bed  was 
removed  ; in  all  other  respects  the  new  building,  and  the  whole  house 
was  found  to  be  in  a cleanly  and  respectable  condition.  No  cases  of 
infectious  disease  have  been  present  in  this  establishment  during  the 
year. 

The  dairies  and  bakehouses  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and 
with  a few  exceptions,  have  been  found  in  a proper  condition.  No 
illness  has  been  traced  to  milk  supply. 

We  have  had  less  trouble  than  usual  with  the  slaughter  houses, 
but  some  of  them  have  required  watching.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
erection  of  a public  abattoir  will  not  be  much  longer  postponed.  It 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  a 
public  slaughter  house ; the  gradual  closing  of  the  small  private 
slaughter  houses,  which  would  follow,  removing  the  slaughtering 
from  the  vicinity  of  houses,  the  easy  inspection  of  animals  before 
slaughter,  and  the  meat  afterwards,  the  removal  of  offal  and  filth 
from  one  place  instead  of  several,  these  advantages  would  go  far  to 
repay  the  expense  incurred  in  the  first  instance,  particularly  as  the 
Council  is  already  in  possession  of  suitable  ground  for  the  purpose. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  insist  on  the  closure  of  any 
houses  as  unfit  for  habitation,  but  the  purchase  and  demolition  of 
Bell’s  Bow  by  the  Council,  has  been  a most  desirable  step,  and  has 
made  a great  improvement  to  that  part  of  the  town. 

The  factories  have  been  visited  and  inspected  from  time  to  time 
and  alterations  have  been  made  where  found  to  be  necessary.  One 
small  place  used  as  a factory  was  so  unfit  for  the  purpose  that  it 
was  closed.  Several  rather  serious  accidents  have  occurred  from 
machinery. 

The  enlargement  and  alterations  at  the  Post  Office  have  greatly 
improved  the  sanitary  conditions  of  that  building,  which  is  now  all 
that  can  be  desired. 
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District 

Nurses. 

l'he  District  Nurses  have  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  those 
cases  of  fever  which  were  not  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  by  this 
means  have  been  of  great  service  to  all  classes. 

Vaccination. 

The  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  are  entirely  in 
obeyance  in  this  district. 

Meat,  Fish, 
and  Fruit. 

A good  look  out  has  been  kept  on  the  meat,  fish,  and  fruit 
offered  for  sale,  and  in  one  instance  a large  quantity  of  fish  had  to  be 
destroyed. 

Surveyor  and  All  parts  of  the  district  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and 


Inspector. 

steps  have  always  been  taken  to  abate  nuisances  as  soon  as  they  have 
been  discovered.  Your  inspector,  Mr.  Barritt,  has  worked  I may  say 
incessantly,  and  with  such  tact  as  to  make  very  few  enemies  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  duties;  he  has  had  many  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  but  an  increasing  experience  in  his  work  has  enabled  him  to 
overcome  most  of  them.  I am  also  deeply  indebted  to  the  Surveyor, 
Mr.  Reader  Smith,  for  the  assistance  he  has  given  me  at  the  Hospital 
and  elsewhere. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  say  that  the  district  is  on  the  whole  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  the  death  rate  may  be  compared  favourably 
with  any  district  with  a similar  population,  and  the  sanitary  ap- 
pliances and  Hospital  are  worthy  of  a rising,  rapidly  increasing,  and 
flourishing  town. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WINTER  DRYLAND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January , 1896. 


REPORT 


OP 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  lor  1895. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Kettering 

Urban  District  Council . 


W^ENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  details  of  Sanitary 
W ork  carried  out  during  the  past  year : 


95  Special  House  Inspections  were  made. 

9 Filthy  Houses  were  cleansed. 

21  Waste  and  Rain-water  Pipes  were  cut  off  from  drains. 

22  Defective  Sink  Pipes  were  replaced  by  new  ones. 

65  Blocked  Drains  affecting  216  houses  were  cleared. 

86  Surface  Drain  Trops  were  fixed. 

5 Surface  Traps  were  disannulled. 

30  Surface  Traps  were  repaired  or  reset. 

20  Drains  were  relaid. 

26  Badly  paved  Yards  were. repaired. 

41  Old  Water  Closets  were  cleansed  and  repaired;  26  new 
Basins  and  13  Traps  were  fixed. 

16  Flushing  Cisterns  were  repaired  or  replaced  by  new  ones. 

6 Vaults  were  abolished. 

2 Cesspools  were  cleansed. 

41  Rooms,  Bedding,  &c.  were  fumigated. 

14  Offensive  Accumulations  were  removed. 

4 Pig  and  Fowl  Nuisances  were  abated. 

10  Ventilating  Shafts  were  fixed  from  sewers,  in  positions 
where  it  was  thought  necessary. 

Sixty-five  samples  of  Water  were  taken  for  testing,  resulting  in 
19  houses  being  supplied  with  the  Company’s  Water,  three  Wells  being 
cleansed  and  1 Well  being  dug. 


13 


Sixty-eight  Flushings  from  main  have  been  carried  out  on 
premises  where  Typhoid  Fever  has  existed. 

Improvements  in  paving  and  drainage  were  made  in  two  of  the 
Slaughter-Houses  in  the  town. 

In  one  Dairy  a new  floor  has  been  laid.  One  Milk  Shop  has 
been  closed  in  consequence  of  unfitness  for  the  trade. 

The  Sanitary  conveniences  in  Five  Factories  were  added  to  or 
otherwise  improved.  A case  of  overcrowding  in  one  large  Workshop 
was  abated.  Another  Workshop  being  unfit  for  occupation  was  closed. 

Legal  Notices  were  necessary  in  only  eleven  cases,  and  in  one 
case  only  have  legal  proceedings  been  called  for. 

In  December  about  4 cwt.  of  Fish  were  examined,  and  being 
found  unfit  for  food,  were  taken  and  destroyed. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 


JOHN  BARRITT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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